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MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. PADILLA, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. SMITH, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
HEINRICH, and Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. 51. A bill to provide for the admission of 
the State of Washington, D.C. into the 
Union; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. BOOKER, 
Ms. LUMMIS, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. 52. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 to establish country of 
origin labeling requirements for beef, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG): 

S. 53. A bill to identify and combat corrup-
tion in countries, to establish a tiered list of 
countries with respect to levels of corruption 
by their governments and their efforts to 
combat such corruption, and to evaluate 
whether foreign persons engaged in signifi-
cant corruption should be specially des-
ignated nationals under the Global 
Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. KING (for himself, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. HASSAN, and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 54. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to increase the limitation on the 
credit for biomass stoves and boilers; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BOOZMAN: 
S. 55. A bill to limit the detailing of direc-

tors of medical centers of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to different positions within 
the Department, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. LANKFORD, 
and Mr. SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 56. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to establish tax credits to en-
courage individual and corporate taxpayers 
to contribute to scholarships for students 
through eligible scholarship-granting organi-
zations and eligible workforce training orga-
nizations, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. LEE, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. 
LANKFORD, and Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina): 

S. 57. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to permit kindergarten through 
grade 12 educational expenses to be paid 
from a 529 account; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: 
S. 58. A bill to amend the Ethics in Govern-

ment Act of 1978 to prohibit transactions in-
volving certain financial instruments by 
Members of Congress; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. 
CARPER): 

S. 59. A bill to implement merit-based re-
forms to the civil service hiring system that 
replace degree-based hiring with skills- and 
competency-based hiring; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. SCOTT of 
South Carolina, and Mr. BRAUN): 

S. 60. A bill to amend the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 to allow 

parents of eligible military dependent chil-
dren to establish Military Education Savings 
Accounts, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. KELLY, and Mr. 
HAGERTY): 

S. 61. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to implement a strategy 
to combat the efforts of transnational crimi-
nal organizations to recruit individuals in 
the United States via social media platforms 
and other online services and assess their use 
of such platforms and services for illicit ac-
tivities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S.J. Res. 4. A joint resolution removing the 
deadline for the ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment; read the first time. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 25 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 25, a bill to regulate assault weap-
ons, to ensure that the right to keep 
and bear arms is not unlimited, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 10 
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 10, a resolution me-
morializing the unborn by lowering the 
United States flag to half-staff on the 
22nd day of January each year. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. DAINES, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, and Mr. LEE): 

S. 31. A bill to provide for the devel-
opment and issuance of a plan to in-
crease oil and gas production on Fed-
eral land in conjunction with a draw-
down of petroleum reserves from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
come to the floor today to talk about 
the need for more American energy. 

We are approaching the end of Janu-
ary. Winter storms have been covering 
the country from Colorado to Con-
necticut. We are seeing it everywhere: 
Temperatures drop. Energy prices go 
up. In a typical year, cold actually 
kills more Americans than extreme 
heat. This winter, millions of families 
are in danger of being left out in the 
cold because of the cost of energy. We 
know that more than 20 million house-
holds in America, right now, have fall-
en behind on their ability to pay their 
energy bills. 

Record-high inflation has robbed the 
American people of more than $10,000 
for each and every family since Joe 
Biden has become President. Just look 

at what people were paying for things 
before he came into office and what 
they are paying today. As a result, peo-
ple are able to save less, and they are 
having to pay more. We know that 
about two out of three American 
households are living paycheck to pay-
check. Personal savings in this country 
is now at a record low; household debt 
is at a record high. People are having 
to borrow more money and put things 
on the credit card at higher and higher 
interest rates. 

At the same time, energy prices are 
dramatically higher than they were the 
day Joe Biden took office. The cost of 
heating oil is up by two-thirds. Natural 
gas is higher now than in a long time. 
Electricity is up by 20 cents on the dol-
lar. As a result, there is actually the 
risk of people having their energy and 
their electricity shut off this winter. 
Some are doing it voluntarily because 
they don’t want the big bill that is 
going to come. 

It is hard to believe that it is hap-
pening here in the wealthiest country 
in the world. We have enough energy to 
keep every American warm this winter. 
Some of it, they won’t let us get out of 
the ground, but we have it. So it is an 
absolute disgrace, with the energy re-
sources we have in this country, that 
Americans are facing brownouts and 
blackouts from an energy standpoint 
because of the Biden administration’s 
radical climate policies. Millions and 
millions of Americans are living with 
financial fear and with massive frustra-
tion at this administration for ignoring 
the needs of the people. 

So what are the Democrats doing 
about it? Nothing. Joe Biden actually 
sold some of our emergency Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve to China. You 
wouldn’t believe that; yet it happened. 
Our petroleum reserve is for America. 
It is for emergencies. It is for natural 
disasters. It is for war. It is not for 
China. 

This week, I am introducing legisla-
tion to make sure this never happens 
again. The House has already passed 
this legislation. The vote was com-
pletely bipartisan, more than 100 
Democrats voted for it in the House. 
There is no reason it shouldn’t be bi-
partisan here in the Senate as well. 

So I urge my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to join me in this effort. 
The Strategic Petroleum Reserve is for 
us. It is not for our enemies. 

Joe Biden has promised to use our 
tax dollars—I mean, it is astonishing. 
He went to the United Nations and said 
he was going to give $11 billion a year 
to the United Nations for climate rep-
arations—for energy we have used— 
giving away American dollars when 
Americans can’t afford to pay for en-
ergy costs here at home. Why is he 
doing it? If you listen to his speech, it 
is because he wants to say he is sorry. 
That is what we have, a President who 
wants to apologize once again for 
America. He wants us to feel guilty 
about the fact that we have built the 
strongest economy in the world by 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:08 Jan 25, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24JA6.011 S24JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES76 January 24, 2023 
using oil, gas, coal—all of the energy 
resources that we have in this country. 

The American people have nothing to 
apologize for. Joe Biden is wrong. We 
shouldn’t apologize for being an energy 
superpower. We shouldn’t apologize for 
using our energy resources. If he wants 
to apologize, he ought to be apologizing 
to the people of the United States for 
the policies he has put in place that 
have driven up costs and caused pain 
for families all across America. He 
should apologize for raising taxes on 
American energy. He should apologize 
for wasting tax dollars. 

The Secretary of Energy—his Sec-
retary of Energy—has given more than 
$200 million in loans to companies in 
China. The Secretary of the Treasury 
is going to China soon. She met with 
China’s Vice Premier recently in Swit-
zerland. According to the Treasury De-
partment, she agreed to ‘‘enhance co-
operation [with China] on climate fi-
nance . . . as well as support for . . . 
developing countries in their clean en-
ergy transitions’’—in other words, 
more American taxpayer dollars for 
other people in other countries. 

Again, the excuse for all of this is cli-
mate. 

The Democrats in Washington are ut-
terly obsessed with the green dreams of 
the coastal elites who run the Demo-
cratic Party, who call the tune. Again 
and again, the Democrats side with the 
climate elites over the common folks. I 
hear it in Wyoming. I hear it no matter 
where I travel in the country. The 
Democrats are offering working fami-
lies nothing more than higher taxes 
and higher prices, and they continue to 
raise taxes. 

The Democrats just threatened to 
ban natural gas stoves. Nearly half of 
the homes in America use natural gas. 
This is the administration—a nominee 
by the President. That is what he said. 
He didn’t say it once. He said it repeat-
edly. The Democrats also just raised 
taxes on coal by more than $1 billion. 

So what happens with all of these 
new taxes? They get handed down to 
working families in Wyoming and 
across America. What happens with 
higher taxes? It means higher prices 
and higher energy costs. 

Janet Yellen is flying around the 
world and offering more of our tax dol-
lars to these other countries. Last 
week, there was a large Democrat po-
litical rally held in Switzerland, at a 
place called Davos. The masters of the 
universe flew to Switzerland for the 
World Economic Forum. 

From the television reports and the 
news reports, much of the conversation 
was about climate. The President’s en-
ergy/climate czar, John Kerry, was 
there. He gave a speech. You talk 
about somebody with smug superiority; 
he just thinks he knows better than 
anybody else. 

Here is what he said. This is from 
John Kerry: 

It’s extraordinary that we, a select group 
of human beings . . . are able to talk about 
saving the planet. 

Thank you, John Kerry. You are 
going to save us all. I can hardly wait. 

He added: 
If you say that to most people, they think 

you’re just a crazy, tree-hugging, lefty, lib-
eral do-gooder . . . but that’s where we are. 

Well, John Kerry, you are right. Most 
people—certainly, anybody in Wyo-
ming—who would listen to you would 
say you are just a crazy, tree-hugging, 
lefty, liberal do-gooder. That is who we 
have got from the President of the 
United States doing his climate bid-
ding in Switzerland. This is exactly 
what people think about John Kerry 
and the climate crisis and the positions 
of this administration. 

As if one failed Presidential nominee 
and candidate weren’t embarrassing 
enough, then we had a real Vice Presi-
dent who came to speak, a former Vice 
President named Al Gore. Anyone 
watching Al Gore speak would say 
that, basically, he descended into an 
unhinged rant. About what? Well, cli-
mate of course. That is all he ever 
rants about. The former Democrat Sen-
ator and Vice President said we are 
‘‘boiling the oceans.’’ That is what we 
are doing, apparently, he said, if we 
don’t obey his energy policies. Well, I 
am sure he and John Kerry have great 
times together. ‘‘Boiling the oceans.’’ 
He even said we are creating what he 
called ‘‘rain bombs.’’ 

He wants to save the planet as well, 
and I would say: What planet is he on? 
That is what we are seeing coming out 
of this administration as their voice on 
the world stage. 

When it comes to energy, what are 
the Democrats offering? A fairytale, a 
fantasy, and a fraud. That is what we 
hear from the Democrats. The Demo-
crats’ green dreams are causing night-
mares for working families, who have 
to pay for all of this. The only green 
thing about the Democrats’ energy 
agenda is how much green it costs 
American families. 

John Kerry said it himself. He said: 
How do we get there? 

And he said: 
Money, money, money. 

That is his answer—American 
money, American dollars—and he is 
going to save the planet. 

Europe has already tried its own 
Green New Deal. It has been a disaster 
for the working people of those coun-
tries. We can’t let that happen here. 
We just cannot. 

The International Energy Agency 
projects a record high demand for oil 
later this year. This is at a time when 
Joe Biden is making us keep it in the 
ground. Wyoming is the energy bread-
basket of the Nation. We have it. It is 
affordable. It is available. It is reliable. 
That is not good enough for Joe Biden. 
No. He wants to go to Iran, go to Ven-
ezuela, go to Saudi Arabia, with hat in 
hand, and beg them to produce more 
and send it here. It is interesting lis-
tening to the climate elites as they are 
fixated on renewable energy regardless 
of the costs and regardless of the con-
sequences. 

The Democrats need to stop this 
science fiction. It is long past time for 
America to unleash our energy and 
stop this foolishness coming from the 
administration that has us buying en-
ergy from our enemies instead of sell-
ing it to our friends. We have an abun-
dance of American energy, and the 
Democrats want to keep it buried in 
the ground. For every American family 
who is struggling to make ends meet 
and is falling further behind because of 
the inflation caused by the Democrats’ 
spending, it is time to unleash Amer-
ican energy right now. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mr. RUBIO): 

S. 41. A bill to reauthorize the READ 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 41 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘READ Act 
Reauthorization Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION. 

Section 4(a) of the Reinforcing Education 
Accountability in Development Act (division 
A of Public Law 115–56; 22 U.S.C. 2151c note) 
is amended by striking ‘‘during the following 
five fiscal years’’ and inserting ‘‘during the 
following ten fiscal years’’. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Ms. LUMMIS, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND): 

S. 52. A bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 to estab-
lish country of origin labeling require-
ments for beef, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 52 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American 
Beef Labeling Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING FOR 

BEEF. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 281 of the Agri-

cultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1638) 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through 
(7) as paragraphs (2) through (8), respec-
tively; 

(2) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as so 
redesignated) the following: 

‘‘(1) BEEF.—The term ‘beef’ means meat 
produced from cattle (including veal).’’; and 

(3) in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2) (as 
so redesignated)— 

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘, beef,’’ after 
‘‘lamb’’; and 
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